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If you have any comments or queries about the articles below or would like further information on any
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In this month's edition:
1) Brexit
2) Diet and health
3) Food Fraud
4) Catering Business
5) Ethical and Sustainability
6) Nutrition
7) Salt and Sugar
8) Advertising and Labelling
9) Food Safety
10) Origin

1) Brexit
A) Nestlé reveals stockpiling plans
Nestlé has joined the growing number of food and drink manufacturers stockpiling products ahead
of Brexit, as it warns of the “severe consequences” of a no-deal Brexit.
Speaking at a Business, Energy and Industrial Committee meeting yesterday (28 November), Nestlé
corporate communications director Ian Rayson told MPs the company had been stockpiling
products it needed to import into the UK and the reverse in Europe.
However, it warned that warehouses for frozen and chilled food were nearly full and its ability to
stockpile more food was limited by factory capacity and storage space, as well as the fact that some
ingredients had a limited shelf-life.
Read more here

b) No hope for frictionless trade post-Brexit
There will be no hope for frictionless trade between the UK and the EU post-Brexit, according to a
leaked document.
The 26-page political declaration – seen by The Guardian – proposed a trading agreement on goods
as close as possible, but the UK and the EU would be separate markets with “inevitable barriers to
trade”.
Read more here

C) UK Government reaffirms commitment to review loaf labelling and marketing laws – after
Brexit
A letter from Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to
the Real Bread Campaign – which has been lobbying for the Honest Crust Act – stated that Defra
will look into the bread and flour regulations once the UK leaves the EU.
Read more here

D) Brexit ‘legislative tsunami’ threatens food law
The threat of a “legislative tsunami” in the wake of Brexit could leave the food industry lacking
consistency across regulations, according to an expert in food law.
Dominic Watkins, head of food law at DWF, said it was key for the UK to integrate EU laws into
domestic laws to provide consistency for manufacturers. However, the sheer scale of the number of
laws that needed to be transferred could prove difficult, he added.
Something like 95% of food law comes from the EU and the vast majority of that is in regulation.
Read more here

2) Diet and health
a) Edible insects in the EU: the long road to legalisation
Edible insects are covered by the EU's novel food regulation - but none have yet made it to the list
of authorised novel foods. Legal experts from Keller and Heckman Katia Merten-Lentz and Caroline
Commandeur weigh in on the the legal status of edible insects in Europe.
The importance of proteins in daily diet is now widely recognised across the worldIn this context,
insect consumption could be an answer.
However, the marketing of edible insects within EU remained a sensitive issue for a long time. The
legal gap on their status was only filled in 2015, with the adoption and update of the Novel Food
Regulation, applicable since 2018.
Read more here

3) Food Fraud
a) ‘Trawler net’ fraud detection system launched
A system for detecting adulteration in food and preventing fraud has been developed by UK
authentication and testing provider Food Forensics.
Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) allows testers to identify and validate multiple species in
products such as seafood, dried mushrooms or ready meals.
Unlike a targeted system of identification that looks for a specific species, NGS uses a “trawler net”
approach to capture as much gene data as possible.
NGS is the first testing available to test for the ‘unknown unknowns’, claimed Food Forensics.
Read more here

4) Catering Business
a) Big opportunity for small companies ... as sceptical consumers search for ethical brands
Read more here

5) Ethical and Sustainability
a) Traceability ‘from seed to plate’: Auchan rolling out blockchain internationally
French retailer Auchan is planning an international launch for blockchain technology in its supply
chain.
Auchan, which conducted initial tests in Vietnam in partnership with German start-up Te-Food, said
that it will introduce the technology to its operations in France, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Senegal.
“From seed to plate, information on all stages of a product’s life is now available to consumers in a
fully transparent manner,” the company said.
Read more here

b) RSPO suspends FGV palm oil mill and four plantations over labour rights abuses
The Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) has suspended the membership of one mill and
four plantations belonging to Malaysian palm oil giant FGV, which supplies manufacturers including
Nestle and Mars, due to labour rights abuses.
The complaint against FGV (formerly known as FELDA) was filed by the Wall Street Journal back in
2015 following an article alleging the use of forced labour and poor working conditions on FGVowned plantations as well as unfair wages.
RSPO described the complaint as “a matter of public interest”. Its complaints panel carried out an
investigation that included an independent verification visit in April this year.
Read more here

6) Nutrition
a) ‘Helping consumers make the right choices’: PepsiCo trials traffic light labelling in Europe
PepsiCo revealed today (28 November) that it will trial the introduction of traffic light nutritional
labelling, already implemented in the UK and Ireland, across other European markets after it
suspended its involvement in the Evolved Nutrition Label (ENL) scheme.
PepsiCo decided to opt for the traffic light labels rather than the NutriScore system, which has been
adopted in France, Belgium and Spain.
Read more here

b) Got the green light: ‘We’ve listened and now we’re acting’ – Kellogg’s to finally put 'traffic
light' health labels on UK cereals
Kellogg’s will introduce traffic light labeling on most of its cereals sold in the UK next year.
The company is finally taking steps to use the voluntary system, which was officially adopted by the
UK government in 2013 to help consumers make healthier food choices.
Traffic light labels show whether levels of sugar, salt and fat are high, medium or low using red,
amber and green traffic light colours, based on the amount per 100g.
Read more here

7) Salt and Sugar
a) UK sugar tax: £154m raised since introduction
The UK’s sugar tax has raised £153.8m since its introduction in April, according to figures from HM
Revenue & Customs.
The Soft Drinks Industry Levy (SDIL) is predicted to raise £240m ($308m, €271m) in its first year;
and the figures show that £153.8m ($197m, €174m) has been raised over the first seven months.
Read more here

8) Advertising and Labelling
a) ‘A stark and potent symbol of the effects of deforestation’: The row over Iceland’s palm oil
Christmas ad
A row has erupted after advertising regulator Clearcast refused to approve UK retailer Iceland’s
Christmas advertising campaign focusing on the impact of palm oil production on deforestation for
broadcast.
The advert, featuring a baby orangutan, was produced in partnership with environmental campaign
group Greenpeace.
Iceland said the advert was “banned” because the critique of palm oil was deemed “too political”
by Clearcast, the body responsible for pre-approving adverts on behalf of broadcasters in the UK.
Clearcast insisted that this publicity is a “misunderstanding of the issue” and stressed that it’s
responsibility is to uphold advertising regulations.
Read more here

b) The UK advertising watchdog has reversed a previous decision to ban an advert for Kellogg’s
Coco Pops Granola following an independent review.
Kellogg’s Coco Pops granola is not high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS), but the granola advert featured
the Coco Pops brand mascot Coco the Monkey.
The UK’s Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) ruled that because viewers were likely to associate
the Coco Pops monkey with the brand’s other high sugar versions, it was in breach of the
advertising code.
Under the UK Code of Broadcast Advertising (BCAP), adverts for products that are high in fat, salt
and sugar must not be broadcast around TV programmes that commissioned for, principally
directed at or likely to appeal to audiences below the age of 16.
Read more here

c) 'Patchy' roll-out of WHO advice on junk food marketing
European uptake of World Health Organisation (WHO) recommendations on junk food marketing to
children has been "patchy" in part because of intense private sector lobbying, according to a WHO
report.
In May 2010, the World Health Assembly unanimously adopted World Health Organisation (WHO)
recommendations on the marketing of foods and non-alcoholic beverages to children.
The recommendations aim to stem the rising rates of childhood obesity by reducing the impact of
marketing junk food – foods that are high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) – on children.
Read more here

d) Pret allergen death sparks new law calls
A change in on-pack labelling laws is gathering support following the death of a 15-year-old who ate
a product containing an undeclared allergen bought from a Pret A Manager outlet.
There needed to be a “change of culture” in businesses, regulation and enforcement, so that
people with allergies could readily find the information they needed to keep safe, said the Institute
of Food Science & Technology (IFST).
“It’s increasingly likely the Government will remove the ‘pre-packed for direct’ classification from
regulations, meaning all types of food in packaging will be required to declare any allergens onpack, rather than providing it orally or by a sign as the law currently allows,”
Read more here

9) Food Safety
a) FSA: England less capable to deal with food standards issues
Local authorities (LAs) in England are less capable to deal with food standards issues than their
equivalents in Northern Ireland and Wales, according to a new report.
A survey conducted by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) found resources in England were generally
lower, with 22% of English LAs having less than one full-time equivalent person dedicated to food
standards work.
Read more here

b) Meat cutting plant fined £43,000 for hygiene offences
A Birmingham-based meat cutting plant has been fined over £43,000 for food hygiene offences.
Sandwell Foods, which trades under the name Halal World, was found guilty in Birmingham
Magistrates Court on four charges of food hygiene breaches.
According to the Food Standards Agency (FSA), officials initially worked with the business in order
to achieve improvements after identifying a number of failings. However, the resultant increase in
audits and inspections found further breaches between June and August 2017, which led to legal
action being taken.
Read more here

c) Commission puts on hold plans to relax mercury levels in fish
The European Commission has put on hold plans to increase maximum authorised mercury levels in
fish, a move welcomed by consumer rights campaigners.
Currently, maximum authorised levels are set at one milligram per kilogram of fish and the
Commission had planned on doubling this to two milligrams.
Read more here

d) EFSA lowers safe level for toxic dioxins and PCBs
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has lowered the tolerable intake level for the toxic
contaminants, dioxins and PCBs.
Although their presence in food and feed has been falling since the 1980s thanks to public efforts,
both dioxins and PCBs persist in the environment for years and accumulate at low levels in the food
chain, usually by building up in the fatty tissue of animals.
The biggest contributors to dietary exposure in European countries are fish, especially fatty fish,
cheese and livestock meat.
Read more here

10) Origin
a) Poland to bring in mandatory origin labelling for potatoes
Poland has announced plans to bring in mandatory country of origin labelling for fresh potatoes.
The rules apply to fresh potatoes, sold loose or packed, but not processed potatoes.
Poland’s Ministry for Agriculture and Rural Development notified the European Commission of its
intention to bring in the rules last week.
According to the text of the draft law, consumers are "confused" by current EU labelling provisions
that require obligatory country of origin labelling for certain categories of fresh fruit and vegetables
but not potatoes.
Read more here

Food Alerts/Recalls – to 31st November
15 November 2018
Lidl recalls three varieties of its Warren & Sons Pâtés due to incorrect date labelling
Lidl is recalling three varieties of Warren & Sons Pâté due to incorrect or missing use-by date on the label.
16 November 2018
Booths recalls their mince pies because they may contain pieces of white plastic
Booths is recalling Booths mince pies because they may contain pieces of white plastic. The presence of plastic
makes this product unsafe to eat and presents a safety risk.
16 November 2018
The Raw Factory recalls various raw pet food products containing tripe and/or pork as they contain salmonella
The Raw Factory Ltd is recalling various raw pet food products containing tripe and/or pork because they contain
salmonella.
17 November 2018
Caffreys recalls its Confectionery Halloween Bloodie Mallows because it may contain salmonella
Caffreys has taken the precautionary step of recalling its Confectionery Halloween Bloodie Mallows because the
product might contain salmonella. The product was sold in Northern Ireland.

19 November 2018
Update: EH Booths recalls their mince pies because they may contain pieces of white plastic
EH Booths & Co Ltd is recalling Booths mince pies because they may contain pieces of white plastic. The presence of
plastic makes this product unsafe to eat and presents a safety risk.
20 November 2018
Waitrose recalls two types of Christmas Prawn products due to incorrect date labelling
Waitrose is recalling Christmas 12 Breaded King Prawns and Christmas 10 Spicy Prawn Selection due to incorrect useby dates. The products should have been labelled with a use-by date of 25 November 2018.
21 November 2018
UPDATE: Waitrose recalls an additional date code of Christmas Prawn products due to incorrect date labelling
Waitrose is recalling an additional date code of Christmas 10 Spicy Prawn Selection with a use-by date of 30
November 2018 due to incorrect use-by dates. The product should have been labelled with a use-by date of 20
November 2018.
23 November 2018
Nisa Retail recalls Heritage British Skinless Chicken Breast Fillets because of incorrect date labelling
Nisa Retail Limited is recalling Heritage British Skinless Chicken Breast Fillets with a use-by date of 29 December 2018
because of incorrect date labelling. The product should have been labelled with a use-by date of 29 November 2018.
24 November 2018
Lidl Ireland recalls Meadow Fresh Green Pesto due to the possible presence of Salmonella
Lidl Ireland has taken the precautionary step of recalling all batches of Meadow Fresh Green Pesto because the
product might contain Salmonella. This product has been distributed in Northern Ireland (and Republic of Ireland)
only.
26 November 2018
Galmere Fresh Foods recalls Pestle and Mortar Fresh Pestos due to the possible presence of Salmonella
Galmere Fresh Foods is recalling Pestle and Mortar Fresh Green Basil Pesto and Pestle and Mortar Fresh Red
Sundried Tomato Pesto because they might contain Salmonella.

Allergy – to 31st November
1 November 2018
Tesco recalls Tesco Pea and Spinach Dip and Tesco Roasted Carrot and Chickpea Dip because of undeclared milk
Tesco is recalling its Tesco Pea and Spinach Dip and Tesco Roasted Carrot and Chickpea Dip because they contain
milk which is not mentioned on the label.
2 November 2018
Spartan Protein recalls various products due to incorrect allergen labelling
Spartan Protein are recalling four products, Peanut Butter & Cacao Flapjack, Peanut Butter & Honey Flapjack, Total
Recovery and Pure Whey protein because they contain milk, peanuts and wheat (gluten) which are not emphasised
correctly on the label
3 November 2018
Candyco recalls various Monarch Confectionary products because of incorrect allergen labelling
Candyco recalls Monarch Confectionary chocolate satins (boiled sweets) and three flavours of Monarch
Confectionary macaroon bars, because they contain milk, which is not correctly declared on the label.

3 November 2018
Waitrose recalls Waitrose Aromatic Green & White Chickpea and Bean Salad because of undeclared allergens
Waitrose is recalling Waitrose Aromatic Green & White Chickpea and Bean Salad with a basil yoghurt dressing,
because it contains wheat and barley (gluten), nuts, mustard and soya which are not mentioned on the label.
7 November 2018
Cully and Sully recalls its Smoked Haddock and Salmon Chowder due to undeclared molluscs
Cully and Sully is recalling its Smoked Haddock and Salmon Chowder because it contains molluscs which are not
mentioned on the label. This means the product is a possible health risk for anyone with an allergy to molluscs.
9 November 2018
SlimFast recalls Advanced Vitality Strawberry + Blueberry Burst Meal Replacement Powder Shake Vegan due to
undeclared milk
SlimFast is recalling its Advanced Vitality Strawberry + Blueberry Burst Meal Replacement Powder Shake Vegan
because it contains milk protein which is not mentioned on the label.
14 November 2018
Gardiners of Scotland recalls Gardiners Scottish Macaroon Bars due to undeclared soya
Gardiners of Scotland Ltd is recalling Gardiners Scottish Macaroon Bars because they contain soya which is not
mentioned on the label. This means the product is a possible health risk for anyone with an allergy to soya.
14 November 2018
Walkers recalls Sensations Thai Sweet Chilli Flavour Potato Crisps because of incorrect allergen labelling
Walkers is recalling Sensations Thai Sweet Chilli Flavour Potato Crisps because they contain wheat (gluten) which is
not emphasised correctly on the label.
15 November 2018
Clive’s recalls Bombay Vegetables with Daal Tarts because of undeclared allergens
Clive’s is recalling chilled and frozen Clive’s Bombay Vegetables with Daal Tarts because they contain mustard and
sesame, which are not mentioned on the label.
16 November 2018
Nisa recalls Heritage Dark Chocolate because of undeclared milk
Nisa is recalling its Heritage Dark Chocolate because it contains milk which is not mentioned on the label. Due to a
packaging error, the product contains Heritage Milk Chocolate not Dark Chocolate.
21 November 2018
Hon Shen Ltd recalls Nissin Foods Holdings Spicy Beef Flavour Cup Noodles because of incorrect allergen labelling
Hon Shen Ltd is recalling Nissin Food Holdings Ltd Spicy Beef Flavour Cup Noodles because it contains egg, wheat
(gluten), milk and soya which are not emphasised correctly on the label.
22 November 2018
English Cheesecake Company recalls Treacle Tart Cheesecake slices because of undeclared soya
English Cheesecake Company is recalling its 2 Treacle Tart Cheesecake slices as it has been mispacked with Triple
Chocolate Brownie Cheesecake slices.
23 November 2018
Centra recalls Inspired by Centra Chocolate Covered Raisins because of undeclared peanuts

Centra is recalling Inspired by Centra Chocolate Covered Raisins because they may contain peanuts which are not
mentioned on the label. This means the product is a possible health risk for anyone with an allergy to peanut.
28 November 2018
Poundstretcher recalls Aldiva Waffo Roll Cappuccino Cream because of undeclared allergens
Poundstretcher is recalling Aldiva Waffo Roll because it contains egg, wheat (gluten), hazelnuts, peanuts, sesame,
soya, and milk which are not clearly identifiable on the label.
28 November 2018
Poundstretcher recalls Aldiva Mosaik Cake Break because of undeclared allergens
Poundstretcher is recalling Aldiva Mosaik Cake Break because it contains egg and wheat (gluten), and may contain
hazelnuts, milk, peanuts, sesame and sulphite which are not clearly legible on the label.
28 November 2018
Nestle recalls La Laitière Clafoutis Aux Cerises because of undeclared allergens
Nestle is recalling La Laitière Clafoutis Aux Cerises because it contains milk, egg and wheat (gluten), and may contain
nuts which are not declared in English on the label
30 November 2018
English Heritage recalls Cherry Brandy, Ginger Liqueur, Elderberry & Port and Scrumpy Cider because of undeclared
sulphites
English Heritage is recalling its Cherry Brandy, Ginger Liqueur, Elderberry & Port and Scrumpy Cider because they
contain sulphites which are not mentioned on the label.

EU RASFF (Rapid alert system for food and Feed) – highlights to 30th November
All RASFF can be found at: https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasffwindow/portal/?event=notificationsList&StartRow=1
Date
30/11/2018

Country of
origin
Turkey

30/11/2018

Brazil

30/11/2018

29/11/2018

India

Subject
insufficient labelling (egg,
wheat (gluten), hazelnuts,
peanuts, sesame, soya and
milk not clearly identifiable on
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05/11/2018
05/11/2018
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